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Gathered 1630    � Gathering Today in Friendship, Freedom and Love 

 
    

 
I am sometimes asked what being a member of First 
Church actually means.  This is tricky.  I have been a 
minister for nearly 30 years, and I have seen every 
strand and stripe of membership possible along the 
way.  We have had people faithfully attend and 
pledge, and never, ever sign a membership card.  In 
West Hartford, I remember knowing Rev Wallace 

Fiske’s best friend, and across that 30 year relationship, the man, who attended 
often, never joined his buddy’s church.  
 
We have had people sign a card and, literally, never see them again (which is 
bizarre, but apparently common in many religions—there’s even a joke, which I 
have heard in both Christian and Jewish settings, about a clergyman trying to rid 
the belfry of bats.  Nothing works, until the clergyman announces, “I signed them 
all up as members, and that took care of it!”) 
 
Here’s how I see my membership here— 
♦ I want to join my small efforts with others, and enlarge my ability to shape and 

change the world.  I realize that the world does not revolve around me, and 
that the church can help me use this realization to positive effect.  That what I 
hope and dream is important, and I need a place that enlarges my vision 
beyond the narrow and the daily and the small. 

 
♦ That I need a place where I can be comforted and challenged in equal measure.  

That I need a place, and a space, where I can find good music and silence and 
laughter, and a place I am not ashamed to cry, if need be.  I know I can be a 
better person, and certainly a happier one—and this is the best place I know of 
where others are trying to reach that place as well.  We can help each other get 
there—with forgiveness, humor, insight, and the grace of potlucks! 

 
My sense is that, while each person’s membership is a private and personal thing, 
that it deepens and helps make more real a connection to one another.   
 
Blessings,  
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Services 
 

April 20, 2008 

“Leaves of Grass” 
With music and texts from 

the poetry of Walt Whitman 
Rev. Rosemary Lloyd 

 
April 27, 2008 

Earth Day  
New Member Celebration 

“And the Almond Tree 
Blossomed” 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 
 

May 4, 2008 

Coming of Age Sunday 
Honoring Our Graduating 

Seniors 
Ruth Owen and  

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Sunday morning worship 
services are broadcast live 
at 11:00 am every Sunday 

on WERS 88.9 FM. 
Listen if you can’t be 

here!   

On Call 
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More Six Word 

Memoirs 
 

It was a lot of fun and very enlightening to read 
the “six-word memoirs” you all wrote after the 
service on Sunday. I think it supports my 
contention that limiting oneself to six words does 
get to the heart of the matter and help us think 
about what is really important. If you get further 
inspired and would like to submit one of your 
memoirs the address is http://www.smithmag.net/
sixwords/. Who knows, maybe you’ll be in the 
next book.  

Here is what you wrote on Sunday: 

I remember once upon a time.  
 
You have remembered all of yesterday. 

He, she and thee, enjoy glee.  

We all lived happily ever after. 

We enjoy one another’s fellowship together.  

You are all in my mind. 

They sing together in perfect harmony  

Looked for truth, found a little. 

Serve. Heal. Birth. Death. Joy. Love.  

Mother and wife; busy, tired, grateful. 

Sunny days where we go outside.  

The moon was perfect with you.  

Family, tribe, love, learn, fix anything.  

Tried Iris Murdoch, liked Woebegon better. 

Ohio to Boston . . . Never left Ohio.  

 

 

 

 

Live everyday fully, kindly, hopefully. 

Too much work, looking for balance.  
 
Red Sox win, hopefully Yankees lose. 

After long sleep, the world awakes.  

Practice makes perfect. Really? Since when? 

Prince Charming? Talk about very overrated.  

Flip flops for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

R.E. Views:  
Director of Religious Education,  

Ruth Owen 

Our Book for 
May is 

 
Motherless 

Brooklyn  

By Jonathan 
Lethem 

 
Tuesday, 

May 27, noon 
 

A compelling and compulsive riff on 
the classic detective novel in which 

our narrator loses his boss and  
begins to make sense of it all. 
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Second Annual Spring Musicale: May 21 
 

On the evening of Wednesday, May 21 at 7pm, the 
Music Committee will host its second annual Spring 

Musicale, featuring First Church singers, 
instrumentalists and composers. Last year’s event 
was a tremendous success and a very special time for 
all who attended.  
 
If you are interested in participating in this event, 
please contact me before May 6 
(paul@firstchurchboston.org). There is no audition 
requirement for the program, but performers must 
provide exactly the name of the work they would like 
to perform, the composer, the length (5 minute 
maximum), the instrument(s) used and if an 
accompanist is needed. All genres of music are 
appropriate for the Musicale, from folk to rock, from 
classical to rap. Preference will be given to those who 
did not perform last year, although I will do my best 
to fit everyone into the program. 
 
 
Unitarian Universalist Musicians Network  
 
The UUMN is holding its national conference in 
Boston from August 5-10. The organization was 
founded 25 years ago with Leo Collins as its first 
president. As the UUMN reaches its 25th anniversary, 
this year’s national conference is being held where it 
all began: Boston. 
 
I am very proud to announce that First Church has 
been selected to be a major host for the conference. 
With the help of our Music Committee, we will 
become home to over 300 UU musicians, hosting 
meals, presentations and concerts. As this exciting 
week approaches, I will keep you posted with  

 
 
 
information of the many concerts and activities that 
will be taking place at First Church. If you would 
like to volunteer for the conference, please let me or 
a member of the Music Committee know. 
 
 
Upcoming Concerts at First Church 

April 23, 7:30 pm, Paul Cienniwa, 

harpsichordist: Before the Age of Reason: the 
harpsichord in 17th-century France, featuring 
music of L. Couperin, Froberger and Forqueray. 
Presented in conjunction with the Learning 
Community. Concert at 8pm; lecture at 
7:30pm; dinner at 6pm. The concert and 
lecture are free; dinner (optional) is $10. 
April 25, 8pm, Berklee School of Music, for 
more information: 
bostonstringplayers@gmail.com 

 
 
First Church Musicians in Concert 

April 26, 10am, member Willa Mac Allen 
with the Strathesby & Reel Society of NH, 
New England Folk Festival, Mansfield, MA, 
For more information: www.neffa.org 
 

Upcoming Rehearsals 
Ringing Society 

open to handbell ringers of all ages 
4/20 10:30 am rehearsal Sanctuary/play 
11am service 
Singing Society 

5/4 12-12:30 pm rehearsal Sanctuary 
5/11 12-12:30 pm rehearsal Sanctuary 
5/18 9:45 am rehearsal/sing 11am service 

 
 
 
 
 

Music at First Church on You Tube! 
http://www.youtube.com 

Music at First Church 
Dr. Paul Cienniwa 
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Five Years From Now… 

 
In our Age-ing to Sage-ing workshop, we engaged 
in an exercise that asked us to look ahead five 
years from today and imagine our lives.  

 
● Where will you be living? 

 ● What will be the quality of your 
relationships? 
 ● What activities give meaning to your 
life? 
 
One observation we had is that asking this 
question about our lives has a different resonance 
depending on our age when we ask it. As teens or 
young adults, we may look ahead with great 
enthusiasm to a time when we will be more 
independent, on our own, perhaps starting a 
career and even a family. 
 
As we mature, five years from now generally 
holds the promise of possibility: of personal and 
professional growth. We aspire to competency in 
our work, acquiring greater knowledge and 
recognition, and to seeing the results of our work 
and love blossom. 
 
When aging slips into us—as it inevitably will if 
we are fortunate—the questions take on new 
dimensions. With age, our horizons draw closer, 
and we begin to touch the boundaries of our 
mortality. In his book, The Art of Aging, Dr. 
Sherwin Nuland writes, “Everything within those 
boundaries becomes more precious than it was 
before: love, learning, family, work, health, even 
the lessened time itself.” 
 
This idea of everything becoming more precious 
need not wait to dawn on us when we are in our 
elder years. Practice for becoming a sage—a wise 
one—can begin right now. 
 
  

 
 
   
 

Where do you want to be in five years? A very 
good question for us to consider at any age. Just 
keep in mind that to arrive at your future vision, 
you need to begin with this precious day. 
 
Yours in peace, 
 
Rosemary 

 
P.S.  I am sorry to be missing New Members 
Sunday on April 27.  I will be traveling with a 
team from First Church in Boston to First Church 
in New Orleans. Thank you for your support and 
good wishes as we put our faith into action for 
justice and healing.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Traffic and Parking on Sundays 

 
Please be aware that there will be various 
fundraising walks  and events in the city on 
several Sundays, now through the end of the 
church year. Plan to arrive early for church to 
ensure that you will have street access and 
parking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosemary’s Reflections 
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Competition  

to Name Our 

Newsletter! 
 

Our newsletter is called 

……? 
 

Do you have an idea for a name for 

the FCB newsletter? We are 

running a competition at First 

Church to see who can be most 

creative in naming our newsletter.   

 

The closing deadline is  

May 31, 2008  
There will be a prize for the best 

suggestion, as picked by a   

panel of church members. 

 

All suggestions are to be emailed 

to Joan Whalen at the office: 

joan@firstchurchboston.org 

 

We look forward to  

receiving your submissions! 

April 14 & 28, May 5, 12, 19  

and June 2 & 9 at 6:30 pm 

 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

Building Your Own Theology  

(Part One) 
 
A Six part survey of spiritual themes, followed 
by an opportunity to share personal credos at a 
concluding dinner.  A good way to meet new 
and long time members, this perennial U-U 
favorite, taught in many of our congregations, 
is a path to explore one’s beliefs (and doubts), 
and at the same time, learning how to 
articulate your theological ideas with others in 
the group.  
 
Topics include the nature of belief, human 
nature, the experience of “God” (for U-U’s 
have different ways of naming this higher 
power, if they wish to believe in God or not), 
meditation and prayer, and personal ethics. 
Call the Church Office to register. 
 
 

Annual Meeting Reports 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 13 at  7:00 pm. Will all committees please start 
preparing annual reports for inclusion in the annual report packet. The deadline to ensure that your 
report is included is 5:00 pm on Friday, May 2. Please email all reports to 
joan@firstchurchboston.org.   

Did You Know? 
 

Governor John Winthrop was a leading 
founder of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and 
the First Church in Boston. The Winthrop 

Society website now carries a link to FCB: 
 
Try them at  
http://www.winthropsociety.org/links.php 
Or 
http://www.winthropsociety.org 
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Dr.William Ellery Channing (April 7, 1780-October 2, 1842) was the 
foremost Unitarian preacher in the United States and was devoted to public 

education in Boston 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASKS UUS FOR SUPPORT 
By Rev. Cheryl Rubin Lloyd, UU Community Minister, former FCB Intern 

 
 
 
The William Ellery Channing School in Hyde Park in Boston has joined efforts with other 
area Unitarian Universalist congregations to create ways to meet the educational demands 
of this school. This Boston elementary school serves approximately 300 children in k-5. 
There are 90% children of color, 85% are funded for lunch and many are children 
without English language skills from non-English speaking families. The Needham church 
with their minister, Rev. John Buehrens began this partnership last spring. The project’s 
goals are to increase the movement of UUs in social responsibility by getting parishioners 
involved in education, service, advocacy and systemic change. UUs will provide materials 
and support where gaps exist; do outreach into the community; provide a spiritual 
dimension to do this work; recruit and train volunteers to work  with the children to 
increase English language skills; provide books and strengthen the school library.  
 
When it became clear that the needs of the school extended far beyond what one 
congregation could provide, I became the project and volunteer coordinator. The project 
has been funded by the UU Funding Committee, FUSN, First Church in Boston and First 
Parish in Needham. The Milton and Dedham churches are also offering their support. In 
addition to tutoring, we have had coat and hat drives, book drives and teacher 
appreciation luncheons.  One of our volunteers raised $600 with her book group for the 
library! 
 
 I f you are interested in volunteering please get in touch with me at 
cheryllloyd@comcast.net or at 617- 2443226. We really do need your help! 
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The Spring Learning Community Series  

will conclude with the  

first Minns Lecture of 2008.  

 

April 30, 7:30 
 

2008 Minns Lectures: A Faith for a Few? 
A Class Bound Faith? 

     Rev. Mark W. Harris 
 
 This lecture will introduce the subject.  Why have Unitarian Universalists  
historically been associated with upper or upper middle classes?  Drawing on Richard 
Niebuhr’s The Social Sources of Denominationalism, we will examine the choice of religion 
as it pertains to class.  What class did our Unitarian ancestors in Britain come from?  
What is the relationship between economic success and salvation?  Which side did the 
liberals take in the Great Revival of the 1740’s, and what does that have to do with 
maintaining the social order? 
 

 

Brahmin Culture for the Masses   
This lecture will look at the alliance of 
business, Harvard College, Brahmin  
culture and liberal religion.  Thursday, 

May 1, 7:30 p.m. Harvard Divinity 

School, 45 Francis Ave., Cambridge, 

Braun Room 

 

Universalist Piety and a Classless Heaven  
This lecture will examine the Universalist 
faith, and its appeal to a broader number 
of classes in society through its message 
of equality. Tuesday, May 6, 2008,  

7:00 pm. King's Chapel Parish House,  

64 Beacon St., Boston 

 

The Science of Salvation 
 This lecture will look at the relationship 
between liberal religion and the eugenics 
movement.  Did liberals believe they 
were a better class of people?  Were they 
the saved?  And if so, did they believe 
that inferior peoples should not repro-
duce?  What are the origins of the birth 
control movement? 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008, 7:00 pm 

First Parish of Watertown, 35 Church 

St., Watertown 

 
A Faith for a Few? 

What are some of the historical ramifica-
tions of being a faith for the educated 
few?   
UUA General Assembly, June 25-29, 2008,  

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Additional Minns Lectures: 
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Social Justice Committee News 
  
The last week of March and the first week of April 
were busy times for members of the Committee. 
On March 30, First Church celebrated Justice 
Sunday with members of the Committee 
participating in the service.  Nancy Moore spoke of 
her commitment to the work of social justice and 
highlighted the leadership of the UU Service 
Committee in the rehabilitation of the Gulf Coast 
and the concerns about ending the war in Iraq. 
  
On the evening of April 4, First Church hosted the 
Youth Group from the UU Urban Ministry in 
Roxbury.  There were many who attended from 
our church, and who enjoyed a fellowship meal 
and listened to passionate poetry on life in the 
inner-city.  A goodly number of the youth group 
attended the service on April 6 and one of them 
presented a poem he had written as part of the 
service. 
  
On April 6 eleven members of the Committee 
attended a workshop in Reading sponsored by the 
Mass. District on "Congregation-Based Community 
Organizing."  It was a wonderful learning 
experience and we hope this will help us assist 
members of the Church to do social justice in the 
church and in the community. 
 
The Reverend Rosemary Lloyd will be leading a 
group of six members from First Church to the 
Gulf Coast in April to help residents restore their 
houses.  They will be going together with a group 
from Arlington Street Church.  We look forward to 
sharing the word about their trip when they return. 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Social Justice Email List 
 
Can’t make the social justice meetings but still 

want to stay involved?  No worries!  We’ve created 
an email list for regular Social Justice updates.  If 
you would like to sign up, please email Robin 
Tanner at rtanner@hds.harvard.edu with the email 
you would like to use. 

 

 
 
On May 27, The Greater Boston 
Interfaith  Organization will be celebrating it's 10th 
anniversary at a Delegates Assembly at Boston 
University.  We plan to have a large contingent 
from First Church attend.  There will be a keynote 
speaker and we will hear from GBIO leaders on the 
work on healthcare, youth and violence and elder 
care.  It should be an exciting occasion.  If you 
would like to attend or would like more 
information, please contact the Reverend 

Rosemary Lloyd or  Robin Tanner. 

 

 

Men’s Group 
 
The next meeting of the Men’s Group will be on 
Sunday, April 20 at 9:15 am. in the Conference 
Room at Park House. All men are invited to share 
in good food and good conversation on that 
occasion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Justice:  
Robin Tanner 

Whether your path is direct, rocky or meandering, 
      it is more difficult to travel in the dark . 
  

       Contribute to Lighting our Paths. 
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Book Group News 
Evening Book Group 

 The next evening book group will meet on Thursday, April 24, at 7:30 pm. The group will 
discuss The Good Society: The Humane Agenda by John Kenneth Galbraith. Call the church 
office for more information. 
 
Daytime Book Group   
The daytime book group’s book for April is Douglass and Lincoln: How a 
Revolutionary Black Leader and a Reluctant Liberator Struggled to End Slavery 
and Save the Union.  Next meeting is in the parlor at noon on April 29. 
Contact Ruth at ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

 

 

Ministers Tea, May 1, 2008 at 5:00 pm 
Our next Ministers Tea will be held in honor of our two ministerial interns, Rebekah Ingram and Robin 
Tanner. Please join us in showing our appreciation for all they have done for us.  Bring a plate of 
goodies to share, if you wish. 
 
 

Promise the Children Legislative Action Day for Youth 2008  
When: Tuesday, April 22, 2008, 8:30-3:30  

Where: First Church in Boston, 66 Marlborough Street, Boston  
What: AM – learn the issue and PM – advocate at the State House  

Ending: Ice cream sundaes at First Church! 
Who: Youth, parents, youth leaders, and guests are invited! 

Cost: $10 for each attendee Register with Meryl at 978-356-4403 

Sponsors – First Church in Boston, Promise the Children, UU Service Committee 

 

 

 Newsletter Deadlines 
May 1—15, 2008 

Monday, April 28 

May 15—May 29, 2008 

Monday, May 12  

Email Joan@firstchurchboston.org by  

9:00 am deadline 

GO ELECTRONIC!  
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER 
ELECTRONICALLY BY EMAILING 
JOAN@FIRSTCHURCHBOSTON.ORG AND 
WRITE ‘SUBSCRIBE’  
IN THE SUBJECT LINE 

New Member’s Luncheon 
Our new members luncheon will be after the church service on April 27. Chinese food will be 
served, and everyone is invited to come and help welcome our newest members.  Admission to 
the luncheon will be ten dollars (no charge for new members). Please join us!  
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Please refer to the calendar on the church website for further details about these events. 

APRIL 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 
6:00 pm, 
Standing 
Committee 

2 10:00 am 
Membership 
Committee 
6:00 pm 
Learning 
Community 

3 5:00 pm 
Ministers’ Tea 
7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

 4 6:00 pm 
UU Urban 
Ministry Open 
Mic Night 

  5 9:00 am 
Social Justice 
Workshop, 
Reading, MA 

6 9:30 am 
Social Justice 
Committee 
12:00 pm  
Children’s 
Singing 
Society 

7 2:00 pm  
Women’s 
Spirituality 
6:30 pm 
Women’s 
Spirituality 
(2 groups) 

8  6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 

9 6:00 pm 
Learning 
Community 

10 7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

11 Young 
Adult Social 
Justice 
Conference 
Weekend 

12 

139:15 am 
Caring 
Network 
9:30 am House 
Committee 
 

14 6:300pm 
Build Your 
Own 
Theology 
Course 

15 6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 

16 6:00 pm 
Learning 
Community 

17 7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 
 

 1810:00 am 
Historic 
Bostons 

19 

 20 9:15 am 
Men’s Group 
10:30 am 
Ringing 
Society 
 

 21 Patriot’s 
Day  
Church 
Office closed 
6:00 pm  
Hour of 
Silence 

22 5:00 pm 
Community 
Passover 
Sedar   
6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 

236:00 pm 
Learning 
Community 

 24 6:00 pm 
Worship 
Committee 
7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 
7:30 pm 
Evening Book 

25  26 
NOLA! 
Trip 

 27  
9:45 am 
Singing 
Society 
Rehearsal 
12:00 pm New 
Members 
Lunch  

28 6:300pm 
Build Your 
Own 
Theology 
Course 

 2912:00pm 
Daytime 
Book Group 

 

306:00 pm 
Learning 
Community 

   

       
Sunday Services are 

held at 11:00 am every 

Sunday, followed by 

Coffee Hour. All 

visitors are warmly 

invited to attend. 

13 cont. 
10:30 am 
Children’s 
Singing 
Society 
12:30 pm 
Canvass 
Committee 
12:30 pm 
Music 
Committee 



 

 11 

 
 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 The Annual Meeting of the Society of The First Church in Boston will be 
held on Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at 7 P.M. at 64 Marlborough Street, in the 
Church Sanctuary.  Dessert and coffee will be served at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Narthex.  The Annual Meeting of the Society will be held for the following 
purposes.   
 
I. To elect a Moderator 
 
II. To elect a Treasurer and a Clerk for the ensuring year and members of 

the Standing Committee, Membership Committee and Nominating 
Committee for the terms specified. 

 
III. To elect delegates to the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association in Fort Lauderdale, Florida in June, 2008. 
 
IV. To hear the Reports of the Treasurer of the Society, Treasurer of the 

Corporation, and Chair of the Budget Committee of the Society. 
 
V. To hear the Reports of the Chair of the Standing Committee of the 

Society and other Committees. 
 
VI. To authorize the Treasurer of the Society to borrow money for the needs 

of the Society and to sign the necessary notes and papers therefore, and 
to act on anything relating thereto. 

 
VII. To transact any other business that may properly come before the 

meeting.   
 
      Howard K. Fuguet, Clerk 
      Society of The First Church in Boston 
April 17, 2008 
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First Church in Boston 
Unitarian Universalist 
66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick, Senior Minister, pannabeth@aol.com 

Rev. Rosemary Lloyd, Associate Minister, rosemary@firstchurchboston.org 

Ruth Owen, Director of Religious Education, ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

Dr. Paul Cienniwa, Director of Music, paul@firstchurchboston.org 

John Benson, Chair of Standing Committee, John.Benson@state.ma.us 

Joan Whalen, Administrator/Events Coordinator, joan@firstchurchboston.org 

Bill Rabbitt, Facilities Manager/Lead Sexton, billrabbitt@gis.net 

Rebekah Cutler Ingram, Intern, ringram@hds.harvard.edu 

Robin Tanner, Intern, rtanner@hds.harvard.edu 

 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00– 5:00 pm 

Please check this box and return this page to the office if 

you no longer wish to receive the newsletter. 

                                        

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 


