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December 14, 2007 - 

January 4, 2008 

 

Services 
 

December 16, 2007 

“Breathing In” 

Rebekah Ingram 

Ministers’ Open House  

2-4 pm 

and  

Neighborhood Caroling 

 

December 20, 2007 

Winter Solstice 

6 pm 

Rev. Rosemary Lloyd 

 

December 23, 2007 

“No Room” 

Rev. Rosemary Lloyd 

 

December 24, 2007 

Christmas Eve 

5:30 pm 

“Lessons and Carols” 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

 

December 30, 2007 

“Revolving Resolutions” 

Robin Tanner 

 

Sunday morning worship 

services are broadcast live 

at 11:00 am every Sunday 

on WERS 88.9 FM. 

Listen if you can’t be 

here!   

This holiday season, we are all reminded of  the light that draws us on, each 
in a personal search for wisdom and wonder. May the “perfect light” shine in 

your hearts! 
From,  

the Staff  of  First Church 



 

2 

 

 

Community Holiday 

Pageant 

Sunday, December 23 

After the service, 

Lunch, Carols, Cookies,           

  Stories and Santa 

  
Holiday pageants are a major topic of 

conversation at religious educators’ gatherings. 

Some churches do pull-out-all-the-stops, major 

dramatic productions that rival Radio City 

Music Hall; some churches try to weave stories 

from every tradition into one giant Holiday 

pageant; some churches are minimalist and just 

have tableau and a story teller, but this year I 

thought we should try something different. One 

of the great joys of storytelling is to look at 

traditions and experiences differently. 

 

 So, this year we will be telling the Christmas 

story you all know, but from a different 

perspective, that of the camel who carried the 

gifts for the Kings. This camel has quite a 

personality and clearly missed Stephen’s sermon 

on “A Complaint Free Holiday” but he manages 

to get into the spirit of the season with some help 

from his sidekick, a lamb named Baaa Humbug 

(sorry!). This pageant is also different because 

we will not be holding multiple rehearsals and 

requiring lots of memorization of lines. 

 

This Sunday, Dec. 16, we will have our one and 

only rehearsal during Sunday School and on the 

day, December 23, anyone who would like to 

participate will be given a small role. So, please 

come and join us in the spirit of the season. 

Relax, have some warm soup and a cookie or 

two and help us tell the story of the season. We’ll 

laugh, sing, eat and enjoy and . . . oh yes, Santa 

will be dropping by.  

 

 

News From Interweave 
 

Looking ahead, past the holidays if that is 

possible, mark your calendars for an important 

event at First Church this January. Interweave is 

proud to be a co-sponsor of: 

One in Ten At Eleven  

A Conference for Those Serving LGBT Middle 

School Students 

January 11, 5-9 p.m. and  

January 12, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

This conference is primarily for professionals working 

with middle school children in school, counseling, camp 

and recreational environments, but it is open to anyone 

with an interest in the topic. 

As the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

communities have gained ground in the areas of 

civil rights and public acceptance, it has been 

increasingly possible for children to admit to 

themselves and to others that they are questioning 

their affectional orientation and/or gender 

identity. Are these children developmentally 

prepared to handle their new status? Interweave 

is proud to co-sponsor this ground-breaking 

conference to address this question. Our 

experiences and concerns in dealing with LGBT 

“youth,” traditionally seen as a high school-aged 

population, will not always translate to this 

younger group with its differing developmental 

skills.  

 

This conference is free (although pre-registration 

is required) and co-sponsored by the Office of 

Ministry Studies, Harvard Divinity School, First 

Congregational Church in Melrose, First Church 

in Cambridge, Congregational, Greater Boston 

PFLAG, Promise the Children- UU Advocacy for 

children and families, Faith for All (Harvard 

Divinity), HLS Lambda (Harvard Law), 

Northeastern Law School's Queer Caucus, and 

Kinsey 2-6ers (Harvard Medical). Interweave is 

proud to be a part of bringing this important 

conversation to the community. For registration 

information, please send an email to Ruth at 

ruth@firstchurchboston.org. 

R.E. Views:  
Director of Religious Education,  

Ruth Owen 
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Music at First Church 
Dr. Paul Cienniwa 
 

 

 

Music at First Church on You Tube!: http://www.youtube.com 

 

YouTube! 
 

Music at First Church has found its way to the 

popular video website, YouTube. If you visit 

www.youtube.com/MusicAtFirstChurch, you will 

find videos from recent services as well as excerpts of 

the fantastic concert given by the Boston Children’s 

Chorus in November. In addition, you will find a 

video from the Tegan and Sara concert from last 

summer and videos recently produced by the UUA. 

If you haven’t seen them already, the UUA videos 

are really worth watching and sharing with your 

friends and family. 

 

The Music at First Church page allows those who 

don’t attend our services to have an idea of what 

goes on at our church. While it’s nice to have an 

international audience, it’s even more important for 

local viewers to see and hear the great things 

happening on Marlborough Street. This just may, in 

turn, inspire people to visit us and become a part of 

our welcoming community. 

 

A number of First Church members have already 

subscribed to our YouTube page, and this allows 

outsiders to see that our membership is made up of 

real people. If you do visit our YouTube site, I 

encourage you to subscribe so that we may show our 

membership to Boston and to the world.  

 

Caroling on Beacon Hill 
 

Everyone is welcome to join members of the Music 

Committee in caroling on Beacon Hill, Sunday, 

December 16 at 1pm. We will meet in the Chapel at 

1pm for a quick warm-up, and then we’ll stroll 

singing up the hill, arriving at the Kendrick’s for the 

Minister’s Open House at 2pm. Join us in cheerful 

musical outreach to the community! 

Christmas at First Church 
 

On December 23, the Singing Society will join the 

First Church Choir in an anthem based on e. e. 

cummings’ little tree. The combined choirs will 

also lead the congregation in singing Nigel 

Harvey’s latest creation, Songs of Praise for 

Christmas Day: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 24 at the 5:30pm Christmas Eve 

Service of Lessons and Carols, the Choir and 

Ringing Society will process as Children’s Singing 

Society member Maggie Ashley sings the opening 

verse of Once in Royal David’s City. The Choir will 

sing a Christmas cantata by Dietrich Buxtehude, 

accompanied by period instruments, and, as last 

year, the concluding Silent Night will be led by 

cellist Audrey Cienniwa.  

 

 

Upcoming Rehearsals 
Singing Society 

Dec. 16—in the Sanctuary, following the 11am 

service 

Dec. 23—9:45am rehearsal for the 11am service 

 

Ringing Society 

No experience necessary! 

Dec. 24—5pm quick rehearsal for 5:30 pm 

procession 
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As many of you know, 

long time Trustee and 

virtually life-long 

member Oliver F. Ames 

died the day after 

Thanksgiving, after a long illness.  He died 

peacefully at his home at l80 Beacon Street, 

surrounded by his family.  There was a private 

interment at the cemetery in North Easton near the 

Unity Unitarian church, an institution long upheld 

and supported by the Ames family the following 

Thursday, and a Memorial service at First Church 

on Saturday, Dec. 1.  Over four hundred people 

were in attendance, a remarkable tribute to a man 

who was only two weeks shy of his 87th 

birthday!  I certainly have never seen the church so 

full, as people from all parts of his remarkable life 

came to show their respect and affection for this 

humble, but profoundly influential,man. 

 

Oliver was born into great wealth, but never 

carried any sense of superiority or sense of being 

special.  He enjoyed his eight years as State Senator 

from the old Third Sussex because he simply liked, 

and could relate to, people from all walks of 

life.  He did not "put on airs," but calmly and 

kindly got on with life and making a 

difference.  He was a trusted and respected man in 

Boston, prized for his business wisdom and 

honesty--and so he also served as a leader for 

many charities and non-profits in the region. 

 

We loved Oliver for his quiet and good nature, and 

for his long dedication to First Church.  Inspired 

by a great friendship with Rev. Rhys Williams, he 

served as a Trustee for decades, and, legend has it, 

was made Treasurer of the Trustees only ten days 

before the fire that destroyed the church, being 

told, "Don't worry, Oliver, the job will be easy..."  It 

was not, and his hard work made a great 

contribution to our eventual re-building. 

 

 

 

 

He loved golf, history, getting together with his 

old comrades in arms from WW II (where he was 

a decorated navy war hero, saving the lives of 

many when the USS Little went down), 

supporting causes he believed in, and most of all, 

his family.  We send our love and consolation to 

his devoted wife Esther, and his children, Ollie, 

Abby, Sam and Minni (whose son Oliver, was 

born this week).  We will miss him profoundly 

and tenderly, but we will never lose all the ways 

in which he changed us, and the city of 

Boston.  He was a great man, but he was, to us, 

most of all, our friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caring Church  
 

 

If you have cares or concerns, a celebration or joy 

to share, please send an email to Rosemary at 

Rosemary@firstchurchboston.org  

 
 

 

On Call 
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Learning Community 

Presents! 

Films At First: 

A Free Film Series 

Wednesdays,  

January 19—February 13, 2008 

6:00 p.m. 

January 9 

The Eyes of Tammy Faye  
Share in the love story—and disappointments—of once 

popular televangelists Jim Bakker and his unsinkable 

wife, Tammy Faye. A funny and surprisingly poignant 

documentary (2000). 
 
 

 January 16 

The Ghosts of Abu Ghraib  
Blending interviews with the perpetrators, witnesses 

and victims, this Emmy winner for Best Nonfiction 

Special seeks to tell the stories behind the now-iconic 

photos. (2007) 
 

 January 23 

 Seabiscuit 
During the American Depression, one spectacular 

horse, Seabiscuit, provided the troubled nation with 

unbridled joy. This film focuses on Seabiscuit's trainer, 

owner and two jockeys who turned the horse into a 

champion. (2003) 
 

January 30 

This Film is Not Yet Rated  
This provocative documentary investigates the 

secretive and inconsistent process by which the Motion 

Picture Association of America rates films and reveals 

the association's efforts to control culture. (2006) 

 

February 6 

Time of Fear 
During World War II, Japanese-Americans were 

removed from their homes and interned in camps. 

Footage of teachers and internees makes time 

stand still as the subjects relive their most 

poignant experiences from that dark era. (2004) 
 
 

February 13 

 The Line King 
Hollywood caricaturist Al Hirschfeld turned 

simple pencil-to-paper drawings into lively 

cartoons of some of the entertainment industry's 

most popular names. His unique style is easily 

recognizable, down to the famous hidden 

placement of his daughter Nina's name on every 

drawing. This Academy Award-nominated 

documentary takes a look at Hirschfeld's career. 

(1996) 

Warm up your winter and join us for films, fellowship and (of course) popcorn. We gather for 

a bring-your-own “sack dinner” at 6:00 pm and the films begin at 6:30 pm. 

Each film will be followed by a short, informal discussion. Popcorn, coffee and soft drinks will 

be served.   

In the event of dangerously bad weather we will cancel. Call 617-267-6730 ext. 223 after  

4:30 pm on the day of the film for cancellation information. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

‘Shake off the Chill’ 
Saturday, February 2, 2008 

6:30–10:30 pm 

First Church in Boston 
 

On Ground Hog’s Day, February 2, 2008, First Church will hold a  

winter celebration and fundraiser. 

 

We’re going to ‘Shake off the Chill’ with a party that you and your friends will not want to 

miss.  Lots of details to follow after the New Year.  In the meantime, mark your calendars 

for Saturday, February 2, 2008, and plan to wake up the winter with some dancing,  

good food, beverages, silent auction and more. 

Invitations to arrive in January. 

 

P.S.  Call the church office for more information,  

or if you want to help with the event. 

Social Justice News 
Reflections on ‘Open Mic’ Night 

          

 

About ten of us from First Church attended last month's ‘Open Mic’ at the Roxbury UU church early 

Friday evening. A group of us met at the church at around 4:30 pm and car-pooled, while others joined 

us at the church— a short ride away. After munching on pizza, subs, and other goodies along with the 

Roxbury teens —their family & friends, the show started and our group was part of the audience. Two 

seventh graders skillfully acted as MCs for the evening which included original poems, rap, singing and 

dancing.  

 

The show lasted about an hour.  I was impressed with the teens’ willingness to get up on the stage, take 

the mic and share their feelings. They spoke openly of the difficulties they face, and some of the good 

things in their lives.  I was especially struck by several girls that expressed the sadness and longing for 

the presence of a father in their lives, wondering if they had been the cause for their father leaving their 

family. Another spoke of her mother's struggle to find a neighborhood where they might live without 

degrading comments from their neighbors, but how she worked through the problems and did find a 

place her family felt accepted. 

 

If you have a couple of hours, on the first Friday of every other month, I'd recommend attending an 

open mic—to hear what these kids care about, what worries them, and to feel the way they support one 

another—and it's nice to share the experience with friends from FCB. If you are interested in attending 

the next open mic night please speak with Robin Tanner on Sundays, or email her at 

rtanner@hds.harvard.edu 
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 Daytime  

Book Group 

Our book for January is  

A Thousand Splendid Suns  

by Khaled Hosseini 

Tuesday, January 29, Noon 
 

This is a story of the unconquerable spirit of a 

people and individuals seen through the eyes 

of two indomitable women, Laila and Mariam. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns is a must read for 

those who wish to understand the modern his-

Upcoming Selections: 

 
 

God is Not Great 

By Christopher Hitchens 
 

Tuesday, February 26, Noon 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time  

By Mark Haddon 
 

Tuesday, March 25, Noon 

Join our email discussion group: Send an email to: 

ruth@firstchurchboston.org to sign up for our email discussion group. You 

will receive discussion questions about a week before the meeting and can 

respond via email and read others’ responses. Use the email discussion group 

to deepen your responses to the book or to participate if you cannot attend the 

book group in person.  
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An Advent Calendar  

of Ribbon and Concrete  
 

In an annual tradition now in its twelfth year, 

calligrapher Margaret Shepherd is putting up 

an abstract seasonal installation of brightly-

colored ribbons on the church’s Marlboro Street 

façade.  To celebrate the Advent season, a new 

swath of ribbon goes up for each December 

day, starting at over ten feet tall and getting 

shorter throughout the month until the shortest 

day on the 21st, then lengthening out again.  

Special ribbon colors and designs incorporate 

references to Hannukah (blue ribbons), St 

Lucia’s day (candle motif), Kwaanza, the 

solstice (black), Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day (Happy Birthday), and New Year’s Eve.   

 

The ribbons themselves symbolize seasonal gift-

giving and generosity, as well as the thrifty 

Yankee tradition of ingenious recycling. 

Members and visitors, and children especially, 

are invited to help put the ribbons up every 

Sunday in December, at 10:00 am.  Donations of 

ribbon are welcome in 5/8” width, bright colors, 

and 12-25 foot lengths.   

 

Ms Shepherd, the author of 15 books about 

calligraphy, is the designer of the 60 framed 

calligraphic memorials in the sanctuary and 

Hale Chapel; she has also designed the 

installation of 400 members’ names and 25 

ministers’ names on copper.  She has cherished 

a lifelong interest in the design of Advent 

calendars, and has published one for children 

and one for adults, which can be purchased 

from the church office, where 8 different 

reproductions of the church memorials are also 

available as note-cards.  

 

For more information, email the Church Office 

at office@firstchurchboston.org  

 

 

We’re making a list 

and checking it 

twice…. 
 

There are so many folks 

to thank all year long, 

but especially at this 

time of year we want to be sure to send a special 

acknowledgement to all who help make the 

holidays a little brighter for so many: 

 

…to Dorothy and John for shepherding 

another successful Thanksgiving Dinner (and all 

those carvers and servers and potato peelers and 

cleaner-uppers, too!) It’s an event the entire 

church is proud to host for our community at 

large. 

 

…to Dariel and the Membership 

Committee for creating a festive and friendly 

gathering at the popular All Church Pot Luck 

Dinner! A wonderful time was had by all! 

 

…to Carlos, Michael, Ed and all the 

members and friends of Interweave for 

hosting the Fabulous Holiday Tea in the parlor. 

The Season of Joy and Good Cheer is officially 

launched! 

 

…to Daphne and her artistic crew for their 

steadfast attention and support to UUUM youth. 

And to all who contributed their talents and 

wares to our Holiday Craft Fair. Together you 

are beautiful! 

 

…to Carole and Richard, Susan and the 

host of angels who are organizing and shopping 

and wrapping gifts for the Holiday Angels gift 

program UUUM children and youth. You are 

ambassadors of Good Will to All. 

  

…and to all the unsung volunteers who 

brighten the ministries and programs of First 

Church... 

Thank you for all you do to make First Church 

the community we love in every season! 
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Book Club News 
Evening Book Group 

The next book group meeting will be held on Thursday, January 10, at 7:30 pm, at Helen 

Savage's house. The book, a 2006 finalist in the National Book Critics Awards, is “The Lemon 

Tree: An Arab, A Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East,” by Sandy Tolan, centering around the 

Palestinian -Israeli conflict. All are welcome. Please call Helen Savage at 617-437-1725 for 

more information. 

 

Daytime Book Group  

Meets Tuesday, January 29 at noon in the parlor. 

For January, we will be reading “1,000 Splendid Suns” by Khaled 

Hosseini.  Contact ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

 

 

The Holiday Decorations Committee is requesting your help in defraying the costs of our 

holiday greenery. Any donations will be warmly appreciated. 

 

Anyone who would like to take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Service, is most welcome. 

 

New Art Display. Please take the time to visit the new exhibit in the Narthex. Questions?  Contact 

the church office. 

 

We are presently working on a new Membership Directory for 2008, that will be mailed early in 

the New Year. If you would like any changes or updates to be made to your contact details, please email 

the Church Office at joan@firstchurchboston.org or call 617-267-6730 before December 31.  

 

Please will you direct all Usage Requests, including the setup of rooms and other space for 

committees, directly to the Church Office, and not to the sextons. This is being done to avoid any 

ambiguity that might arise with requests. Joan’s email is joan@firstchurchboston.org 

 

Join First Church Carolers and stroll through Beacon Hill to the Ministers’ Open House, 

Sunday, December 16. All members are warmly invited to attend this annual holiday event. 

  

Solstice Service, December 20 at 6:00 pm.  Join us for live Celtic music, meditation, poetry and 

candlelit darkness. 

 

Holiday Pageant at 12 noon on Sunday, 

December 23, followed by cookies and a visit 

from Santa. 

 

Christmas Eve, Service of Lessons and 

Carols, at 5:30 pm, with First Church Choir 

and period instruments. 

 

 

Newsletter Deadlines 
January 3—17, 2008: 

Tuesday, January 1 

January 17—January 31, 2008: 

Monday, January 28 

Email Joan@firstchurchboston.org by 9:00 am 
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Please refer to the calendar on the church website for further details about these events. 

DECEMBER 2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  6:30 pm 

All Church 

Potluck 

2  9:30 am 

Social Justice 

Committee 

10:30 am 

Ringing 

Society 

12:00 pm Craft 

Fair 

12:30 pm ARE 

Meeting 

3 2:00 pm  

Women’s 

Spirituality 

6:30 pm 

Women’s 

Spirituality 

(2 groups) 

4  5 10:00 am 

Membership 

Committee 

6 5:00 pm 

Ministers’ Tea 

7:00 pm Young 

Adults group 

7  8 

9 9:15 am 

Caring 

Network 

9:30 am House 

Committee 

11:00 am 

Chlds Chorus  

10 6:00pm 

Purls of 

Wisdom 

11 12 13 7:00 pm 

Young Adults 

Group 

14 10:00 am 

Historic 

Bostons 

15 

16 9:15 am 

Men’s Group 

12:00 pm 

Singing 

Society 

Ministers’ 

Open House & 

Caroling 

17 6:00 pm 

Hour of 

Silence  

18 19 20 6:00 pm 

Winter 

Solstice 

Service 

 

21 22 

23 9:45 am 

Singing 

Society 

12:00 pm 

Christmas 

Pageant 

24 5:00 pm 

Ringing 

Society 

rehearsal 

5:30 pm 

Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 Christmas 

Day 

26 27 28 29 

30 31 First 

Night Boston  
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The Holiday Angels Are Among Us! 
 

Running for the third year, Holiday Angels is a 

project that matches up members of First 

Church with the youth at Unitarian Universalist 

Urban Ministry.  It’s a great opportunity to give 

a gift to a child in need as the holidays 

approach.  Carole is leading the Holiday Angels 

this year, coordinating shoppers and the gifting 

fun!  The kids will be making lists of the gifts 

they would like to help guide your shopping.  

Please be in touch with the church office if you 

would like to participate or have any questions. 

 

 

A Very Appropriate Holiday Gift 

 
Three historic sermons by Dr. Rhys Williams, 

Minister, First Church Boston, 1960 - 2000,  

are now available on Compact Disc. As Spring 

Came is a remembrance of the 1968 First Church 

Fire; Optimism & Justice - Oscar Hammerestein 

poses a realistic view, but by an optimistic 

realist; and Great Expectations is the title of Rhys 

Williams’ final sermon at First Church. A 

requested donation of $10 will be deposited to 

the Rhys Williams Ministerial Scholarship Fund. 

 

CDs will be available at the Book Table on 

Sundays, and by mail from the Church Office. 

(Please enclose check and current address.) 

There are also copies of Rhys’ book of ‘Sermons 

from Five Decades,’ “Triumphant Living.” A 

request of $20 is made for this ‘Celebration of 

the Liberal Gospel.’ Checks should be made out 

to First Church Boston, with the memo line 

signifying Rhys Williams Fund. 

- Leo  

 

 

 

 

Social Justice Committee News 
   

A strong delegation attended a recent GBIO 

Delegates Assembly in Roxbury.  Attendees were 

Rosemary, Iris, David, Robin and Bob.  They 

learned about the past activities and future plans of 

GBIO with respect to the issues of health care 

implementation, youth and public safety and elder 

care.  Bob also attended a press  briefing at the 

State House on December 5, celebrating the 

extension of the filing deadline of applications for 

healthcare insurance. 

  

The Action for Justice Team met this month 

firming up plans to support our efforts at UU 

Urban Ministry in Roxbury.  You can volunteer to 

tutor or mentor urban youth. Contact Rebekah 

Ingram for more information. 

  

Thanks to the leadership of Daphne, we had a 

successful Crafts Fair this month. Vendors 

included members of our Church as well as youths 

from UUUM.  A percentage of each purchase will 

benefit UUUM. 

  

The next meeting of the Committee will take place 

on Sunday, January 6 at 9:30 am in the conference 

room at Park House. 

- Bob Schmaltz 
 

Grameen Foundation Fundraising   

 

Over the last couple of months, we have raised an 

additional $545 in support of the Grameen 

Foundation.  Contributors, and those pledging 

contributions, include Mike, Sarah, Rosemary, Ivar, 

Bill and Grace, Tom, Carole and Richard, and 

Teresa and Fred.  We thank all those who have 

contributed. 

- Walter  

Social Justice News 
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First Church in Boston 
Unitarian Universalist 
66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

John Benson, Chair of Standing Committee,  John.Benson@state.ma.us 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick, Senior Minister, pannabeth@aol.com 

Rev. Rosemary Lloyd, Associate Minister, rosemary@firstchurchboston.org 

Ruth Owen, Director of Religious Education, ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

Dr. Paul Cienniwa, Director of Music, paul@firstchurchboston.org 

Joan Whalen, Administrator/Events Coordinator, joan@firstchurchboston.org 

Bill Rabbitt, Facilities Manager/Lead Sexton, billrabitt@gis.net 

Rebekah Cutler Ingram, Intern, ringram@hds.harvard.edu 

Robin Tanner, Intern, rtanner@hds.harvard.edu 

 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00– 5:00 pm 

Please check this box and return this page to the office if 

you no longer wish to receive the newsletter. 

                                        

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 


