
 

   

NEWSLETTER 
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Gathered 1630    � Gathering Today in Friendship, Freedom and Love 

   Coming of Age Sunday 
May 4, 2008 

  
Every two years we gather to celebrate a very 
important event in the life of this congregation, 
Coming of Age Sunday. This is when our 7th and 
8th graders prepare their credo statements and 
share them with the congregation. Coming of 

Age is really the heart of what Unitarian Universalism is all about.  
It is quite an undertaking! Many adults would be daunted by the 

task but our young people always come through.  
 
This year we will be hearing from two remarkable young men. Sebastian, son of 
Sibyl and Ira, has grown up in this church. Sebastian is a very grounded young 
man. Whenever we discuss theology or the Unitarian Universalist Principles he 
always responds with, “That’s a great idea, but I don’t think it is very practical.” He 
always insists on working through how all our high-sounding ideals will translate 
into action. Sebastian is a real “walk the walk” kind of guy.  
 
Ben, son of Carla and grandson of Joe and Angeli, has taken a somewhat different 
approach in our conversations. Ben told me he used to be an atheist, but now he 
believes that to be optimistic and to do right in the world you have to have faith. 
Ben has some very well developed ideas about the shape and form of his faith. Both 
boys have been active in our church programs and in projects in the wider world. It 
is a real privilege for all of us to hear from them and to recognize them this Sunday. 
It is also a testament to the vitality of Unitarian Universalism that we as a faith 
community support these two young people, and indeed support all of us, growing 
as spiritual and religious people. Unitarian Universalism is not a static thing, we are 
all changing all the time.  
 
So, I hope you will join us on Sunday (if you need help getting around the Walk For 
Hunger road closures go to www.projectbread.org and click on “walk route”) and 

celebrate these two fine young men. There will be special music and a festive coffee 
hour to follow. 
Ruth 
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Services 
 

May 4, 2008 
Coming of Age Sunday 

Ruth Owen and  
Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

 
May 11, 2208 

“Heart to Heart” 

Robin Tanner 
 

May 18, 2008 
Rev. Rosemary Lloyd 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 

Sunday morning worship 
services are broadcast live 
at 11:00 am every Sunday 

on WERS 88.9 FM. 
Listen if you can’t be 

here!   
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Rev. 

   
 

 

 

 
As the church year, at least in the near distance, 
begins to wind down, we have some great 
traditions to enjoy.  Not only do we have the 
Coming of Age service this weekend, but the 
picnic after the June 15 Flower Communion 
service; Rebekah's Ordination service (one of the 
joys of being a teaching church is that we often 
have the opportunity to celebrate the entrance of 
one of our interns into the UU ministry); and the 
beginning of the Summer services in our upstairs 
(and air-conditioned) Chapel.   
 
But the main tradition that is rolling towards us, 
and you might find it odd to have me list it among 
the "enjoyable" activities of this time of year, is our 
Annual Meeting.  Now, I admit that hearing 
reports on our finances, among other 
presentations, and voting on the new members 
entering the Standing Committee may, on the 
surface, seem a little dry and prosaic.   
 
However, it doesn't feel that way to me.  I like the 
good will and camaraderie, and happy 
comradeship, that I feel during the meeting.  I like 
hearing from the members of our church how they 
think the year went.  I love to hear people thanked, 
and rightly praised, for their hard work.  Above 
all, it reminds us all that the staff, as dedicated as 
we try to be, do not "run" the church.  The 
members do, and this is the democratic reminder 
of that.  So it is a long and healthy tradition, and 
long may it continue. 
 
 
 

 
However, because we are liberal types and not 
grumpy and un-budgable conservatives, I do have 
one suggestion, and that is to move away from the 
mid-week evening format of the Annual 
Meeting.  The vast majority of UUA congregations 
have such meetings after services, on a Sunday 
afternoon with a light lunch.  I get why the 
evening format was attractive, but I think we can 
double the number of people who attend, and 
make it easier on young parents with children 
(who do not attend the evening meeting, in my 
observation).  Also, our older members would 
find it easier to travel during the day hours, 
instead of going home past nine o’clock.  What do 
you think? 
 
I think it would be an even happier event, and 
more democratic simply because more folks 
would attend! 
 
See you in church (and beyond!) 
 
 
 

 

. 

On Call 

Competition  
to Name Our 
Newsletter! 

 
Do you have an idea for a name for 

the FCB newsletter?  
The deadline of May 31, 2008 
for your submissions is rapidly 

approaching! 
 

Please email all suggestions to  
Joan Whalen at the office: 

joan@firstchurchboston.org 
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Music at First Church 
 
 Upcoming Music 
 
On Sunday, May 11, the First Church Choir will sing 
May-Day by William Bolcom (b. 1938). According to 
Leo Collins, the work was commissioned for the 
Bicentennial of Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882). 
Leo writes, “America’s most prominent poet and 
philosopher of the developing republic, Emerson 
proclaimed a doctrine of self-reliance. Emerson 
composed the poem May-Day over a period of years, 
presenting a life-view from the vantage point of the 
seasons. This anthem sets both the opening and the 
final portions of the 300-line poem. Here, Emerson 
depicts Spring (the original title) as the ‘regreening of 
the earth,’ and welcomes its effect on the human 
spirit, inspiring our ‘moral sense’ to lift ‘Better up to 
Best.’” 
 
The same Sunday will feature Keith Aleo in an 
improvised drumming prelude with fellow 
percussionist Mark Levy. The postlude, with a little 
nod to Cinco de Mayo, will be Fiesta, a Mexican-
American flavored organ work by the American 
composer Emma Lou Diemer (b.1927). 
 
 Looking ahead, on Sunday, May 25, the Choir will 
sing Selene Howe’s Lift Up Your Hearts (all 
America) as our nation celebrates Memorial Day. 

 
Performers Sought! Second Annual Spring 

Musicale: May 21 

 
Don’t forget to let me know if you are interested in 
being a part of our Spring Musicale on Wednesday, 
May 21 at 7pm.  
 

If you are interested in participating, please contact 
me by May 6 (paul@firstchurchboston.org).  
 
There is no audition requirement for the program, 
but performers must provide the name of the work 
they would like to perform, the composer, the 
length (5 minute maximum), the instrument(s) used 
and if an accompanist is needed. All genres of music 
are appropriate for the Musicale, from folk to rock, 
from classical to rap.  

 =========================== 
 

Upcoming Concerts at First Church 

 
May 3, 3pm, Baltic American Society concert series, 

info: 617-547-2010 
May 10, 8pm, New England Light Operatic Society 

presents “The Roaring 20’s: A New Musical 
Revue”, www.newenglandlightopera.org 

 =========================== 
May 16, 8pm, Voices Rising women’s chorus, 

www.voicesrising.org 
 =========================== 
 
First Church Musicians in Concert 
♦ May 2, 8pm, member Rosanne Hall with 

Boston Harmony world music choir, 
Framingham First  Parish Church; encore 
performance  

♦ May 3, 8pm, West Newton Unitarian Church, 
info: www.villageharmony.org 

♦ May 10, 7:30pm; May 11, 2pm, member 
Harrison Beck in the Brookline Music School’s 
production of “The Beatles’ White Album”, 
Blackman Theatre at Ell Hall (Northeastern 
University), info: 617.277.4593 

 
 ========================= 
Upcoming Rehearsals 

♦ Singing Society 
5/4 12-12:30 pm rehearsal Sanctuary 
5/11 12-12:30 pm rehearsal Sanctuary 
5/18 9:45 am rehearsal/sing 11am service 

 
 

 
 
 

Music at First Church on You Tube! 
http://www.youtube.com 

Music at First Church 
Dr. Paul Cienniwa 
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General Assembly Banner 
 

The Denominational Affairs Committee, would 
like to hear from anyone regarding a banner 
for General Assembly. 
 
The deadline for the banner is May 30. He 
would like design, ideas and/or suggestions. 
This banner will be displayed at General 
Assembly at Fort Lauderdale, June 25-30, 
representing First Church in Boston. 
 
Please contact the church office with 
suggestions. 
 
 

 
 

 
Men’s Group 

The Men's Group will meet on Sunday, May 
18, 9:15 AM, in the Park House Conference 
Room. The topic for discussion will be: 
"Personal Choices: from School to Adulthood." All 
men are welcome. 

Jewelry Bazaar-Hale House  
May 22, 2008 

9:00 AM – 5:30 PM 
 

Please join us at: 
273 Clarendon Street 

For hand made Jewelry made by the  
Hale House Residents  

Get it for yourself or someone you care for 
Great bargains!  

Bring family, relatives and friends  

Minns Lecture Series Continues 
 

Universalist Piety and a Classless Heaven  

This lecture will examine the Universalist 
faith, and its appeal to a broader number of 
classes in society through its message of 
equality. Tuesday, May 6, 2008, 7:00 pm. 
King's Chapel Parish House, 64 Beacon St., 
Boston 
 

 The Science of Salvation 

 This lecture will look at the relationship 
between liberal religion and the eugenics 
movement.  Did liberals believe they were a 
better class of people?  Were they the saved?  
And if so, did they believe that inferior 
peoples should not reproduce?  What are the 
origins of the birth control movement? 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008, 7:00 pm, First 
Parish of Watertown, 35 Church St., 
Watertown 
  

A Faith for a Few? 

What are some of the historical ramifications 
of being a faith for the educated few?   
UUA General Assembly, June 25-29, 2008, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
  

 

Annual Meeting Reports 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
May 13 at  7:00 pm.  The deadline to ensure 
that your report is included in the annual 
report packet was 5:00 pm on Friday, 
May 2. Please email all outstanding reports 
to joan@firstchurchboston.org by Monday 
morning latest to ensure inclusion.    
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Social Justice News – 
 
A UU Urban Ministry update: 
Last week, during the week of April school 
vacation, youth from UU Urban Ministry 
collaborated with the youth group from the 
Winchester Unitarian Society to offer a fun and 
educational day camp for elementary school 
children from the Roxbury community.  
 
It was a tremendous success! The youth from 
Winchester treated this project as a service trip, 
similar to their prior trips to New Orleans. They 
literally traveled en masse to Roxbury where they 
stayed for the week, sleeping at UUUM at night 
and doing social justice work - running the first 
UUUM April camp - during the day. UUUM was 
full of energy and excitement all week. It was 
particularly inspiring to see youth and children 
break through their race and class differences by 
coming together to engage in an innovative service 
project. 
 
Members of the Social Justice committee and the 
Action for Justice team (those with a particular 
interest in UUUM) met at First Church in Boston 
one afternoon last week to make 110 sac lunches 
for the campers and counselors! The UU Urban 
Ministry and all the campers and counselors who 
there that week, say THANK YOU! Thank you to 
Carole, Daphne, Mary, and Robin for making 110 
lunches!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Social Justice Email List 

 
Can’t make the social justice meetings but still 

want to stay involved?  No worries!  We’ve created 
an email list for regular Social Justice updates.  If 
you would like to sign up, please email Robin 
Tanner at rtanner@hds.harvard.edu with the email 
you would like to use. 

 
 

 
Looking ahead… 
On Thursday, May 15 from 11-1, the UUUM will be 
holding its Annual Meeting at UUUM, to which all 
of you are invited. Our keynote speaker, Dr. Jeff 
Howard, is an expert in urban education. You are 
also invited to a Congregational Teams breakfast 
from 9:30-11 am to explore the ways that a 
congregation can continue and deepen its 
involvement with UUUM. If you plan on attending 
the breakfast or afternoon event, please let me 
know. My email at UUUM is: ringram@uuum.org. 
 
Rebekah Ingram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Justice:  
Robin Tanner 

Whether your path is direct, rocky or meandering, 
      it is more difficult to travel in the dark . 
  

       Contribute to Lighting our Paths. 
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Book Group News 

Evening Book Group 
 The next evening book group will meet on Thursday, May 15, at 7:30 pm to  discuss The Joy Luck Club, a 
best-selling novel by Any Tan. Call the church office for more information. 
 
Daytime Book Group   
The daytime book group’s book for May is Motherless Brooklyn, by Jonathan Lethem.  Next meeting is in 
the parlor at noon on May 27. Contact Ruth at ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Are you hearing-impaired? 
Listening devices have been installed in the Sanctuary, and are presently available for trial usage. Your 
feedback is encouraged. Please call Bill Rabbitt at 617-267-6730 ext 228 for further information. 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter Deadlines 
May 15—May 29, 2008 

Monday, May 12  
May 29—June 12, 2008 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Email Joan@firstchurchboston.org by  
9:00 am deadline 

GO ELECTRONIC!  
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER 
ELECTRONICALLY BY EMAILING 
JOAN@FIRSTCHURCHBOSTON.ORG AND 
WRITE ‘SUBSCRIBE’  
IN THE SUBJECT LINE 

Ordination of Rebekah Ingram 

Sunday, June 8, 2008 at 2:30 pm 

 
Come celebrate Rebekah’s ordination in the sanctuary with a 
reception following the ordination service. 
 
If you are planning to attend, please R.S.V.P. to 
ordinationrsvp@yahoo.com or call the church office at 

            617-267-6730. 
 
If you would be able to contribute something, either sweet or savory, for the reception, please let 
Rebekah know. Her email is ringram@hds.harvard.edu 
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Please refer to the calendar on the church website for further details about these events. 

MAY 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    15:00 pm 
Ministers Tea 
 

7:00 PM 
Young Adults 
Group 

2 8:00 am 
John Winthrop 
School Auction 

3 8:30 am 
Birding Trip 

4 Walk for 
Hunger 
9:30 am 
Social Justice 
Committee 
Meeting-Conf-
erence Room 
12:00 pm 
Singing 
Society 

5 2:00 pm 
Women’s 
Spirituality 
Group 
6:30 pm 
Women’s 
Spirituality 
Groups 
6:30 pm  
BYOT 

6 6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 
6:00 pm 
Standing 
Committee 
meeting 

7 10:00 am 
Membership 
Committee 

8 7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

9 10 

11 Happy 
Mother’s Day 
9:15 am 
Caring 
Network 

 

12 6:30 pm  
Building your 
own 
Theology 

13 6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 
7:00 pm 
Annual 
Meeting 

14 5:00 pm 
Finance 
Committee 
Meeting 

15 7:30 pm 
Evening Book 
Group 

16 10:00 am 
Historic 
Bostons 

17 8:30 am 
Spring 
Wildlife Hike 

18 9:15 am 
Men’s Group 
Conference 
Room 
11:00 am 
Coming of Age 
Sunday 

19 6:00 pm 
Hour of 
Silence  
6:30 pm  
Building your 
own 
Theology 

20 21 7:00 pm 
Spring 
Musicale 

22 6:00 pm  
Worship 
Committee 
7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

23 24 

 25 12:00 pm 
Children’s 
Singing 
Society 
 

26 
Memorial 
Day 
Church 
Office closed 

 27 12:00pm 
Daytime Book 
Group 

28 29 
7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

30 31 

       
Sunday Services are 

held at 11:00 am every 
Sunday, followed by 

Coffee Hour. All 
visitors are warmly 
invited to attend. 

May 11 
9:30 am 
House  
Committee 
12:00 pm 
Singing 
Society 
12:30 pm 
Canvass 
Committee 
12:30 pm 
Music 
Committee 

May 18 
12:30 pm 
Adult ARE 
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First Church in Boston 
Unitarian Universalist 
66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick, Senior Minister, pannabeth@aol.com 

Rev. Rosemary Lloyd, Associate Minister, rosemary@firstchurchboston.org 

Ruth Owen, Director of Religious Education, ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

Dr. Paul Cienniwa, Director of Music, paul@firstchurchboston.org 

John Benson, Chair of Standing Committee, John.Benson@state.ma.us 

Joan Whalen, Administrator/Events Coordinator, joan@firstchurchboston.org 

Bill Rabbitt, Facilities Manager/Lead Sexton, billrabbitt@gis.net 

Rebekah Cutler Ingram, Intern, ringram@hds.harvard.edu 

Robin Tanner, Intern, rtanner@hds.harvard.edu 

 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00– 5:00 pm 

Please check this box and return this page to the office if 

you no longer wish to receive the newsletter. 

                                        

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 


