
 

   

NEWSLETTER 

 

Unitarian Universalist  
 

Gathered 1630    � Gathering Today in Friendship, Freedom and Love 

 In my last column, we said a fond farewell to Rebekah 

Ingram, our student intern completing her second year 

with us.  But happily, we will be seeing her often in her 

new role as Volunteer Coordinator at the UU Urban 

Ministry in Roxbury, and we still have her last sermon, 

her Ordination service (on the afternoon of June 8), and 

her participation at the last regular service of the year, 

with picnic and Flower Communion, on June 15. 

 

At that last service, she will ceremonially pass over the 

keys of her office to our new intern, Tim House.  I got 

to know Tim when I taught ministerial ethics at Andover Newton, and I was very 

impressed with his manner, kindness, and enthusiasm for people.  Before heading 

into our ministry, Tim taught Drama at Emerson College, and he brings rich life 

experience and long work as a leader in a small area UU congregation.  I think you 

will like Tim very much.  He will be an energetic pastoral presence among us, 

bringing new ideas and fresh thinking.  Although Tim is older than me (not to 

mention taller), he impresses me as a 'youthful' idealistic minister eager to learn his 

new vocation among us, and we're lucky to have him.  Please introduce yourself to 

Tim on the 15th, and when he joins us in the Fall. 

 

Robin Tanner, who is already in New Mexico starting her Clinical Pastoral 

Education course, will return to us next year, completing her 1/4 time with us as 

intern (and as well consultant to the Department of Ministry at the UUA on the 

future role of Community Ministers in our movement).  In addition, a Harvard 

Divinity School student who has been attending our services, Molly Housh (yes, 

that's going to be confusing with Tim's last name!) will be our part-time Summer 

Minister, and we'll have more details on that next issue. 

 

Let's really close this church year with enthusiasm and joy!  
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Services 
 

June 1, 2008 
“The Ripple Effect” 

Rebekah Ingram 

 

June 8, 2008 
11:00 am  

“A Universal Ending” 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

2:30 pm 
Ordination of  

Rebekah Ingram 
Rev. Patrick O’Neill 

preaching 

 

June 15, 2008 
Father’s Day 

Flower Communion  
and 

Annual Church Picnic 
“The Secret of Life Part 2” 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

 

 

  

 

 

Sunday morning worship 

services are broadcast live 

at 11:00 am every Sunday 

on WERS 88.9 FM. 

Listen if you can’t be 

here!   
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Winding 

Down 
 
We have reached that 

time of year where 

everything is winding down. We offer 

congratulations to our three graduating seniors 

who will be formally finished with high school this 

Sunday. We also say, “Welcome back!” to Kyle 

Jensen who has returned from a semester long trip 

to China. We are looking forward to hearing all 

about it. And to all the rest of the kids who are 

marking off the days until summer vacation: we 

are with you! Summer is the time for winding 

down. 

 

We do not offer any Sunday school programming 

in the summer. But, for people who would like to 

stay connected, especially people with young 

children, I would like to know if there is interest in 

organizing a once a month or so summer 

playgroup either at peoples’ homes or in a local 

park. If you are interested, please be in touch and 

we’ll see if we can get schedules together. 

 

Finally, don’t miss the annual picnic at the church 

after services on June 15. We will once again put 

water in the “pit” in front of the church and have 

lots of wet boat- making and hotdog - eating fun. 

There are so many good things about summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.E. Views:  
Director of Religious Education,  
Ruth Owen 

Save the Dates 
 
Thursday, June 12: Social Justice Potluck 
Saturday, June 14: Represent First Church in the 

Boston Pride Parade 
Sunday, June 15: Flower Communion and 

Church Picnic 
Sunday, June 22: The Start of Summer Services 
  
 

 
 

Local Student Wins Award During 
Convocation 

 

Jacob Jonas-Closs, an Earlham College junior 

and son of Elizabeth Closs of Milton, MA, and 

Walter Jonas of Milton, MA, received the Janice 

Beard Kem and Charles Kem Award during 

Earlham’s Awards Convocation on April 4 in 

Goddard Auditorium. 

 

The Janice Beard Kem and Charles Kem Award 

is given to a student planning to enter the field 

of teaching in secondary or elementary 

education. Janice Kem, Class of 1928, was an 

active member in the Society of Friends and was 

a Board of Trustees member.  

 

The award also honors her husband, Charles, 

who was a long-time supporter of Earlham 

College. 
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Choir News 
 
Alto Rachel Hauge will be leaving us this spring to 

take up a resident artist position with Connecticut 

Opera for the 2008-2009 season. Rachel will sing her 

last services with us on June 8, both as soloist for the 

morning service and as choir member for Rebekah's 

ordination. 

 

I will have the pleasure of working with Rachel again 

in August, when we will be joined by choir members 

Christine Teeters and Bill Thorpe at the White 

Mountain Bach Festival in North Conway, NH. This 

will be my fourth year with the festival, and I am 

very happy to have been asked to find excellent 

soloists for this year's concerts. I didn't have to look 

very far! For more information on the festival, visit: 

www.mwvevents.com/WMMABach.html 

Soprano Allyson Herman will leave us to begin 

working towards her masters degree in classical 

voice at the Manhattan School of Music. Allyson's 

final service will be as soloist on June 15. 

 

Upcoming Services 

June 1:  Music of Philip Glass, including Forgetting, 

from Songs from Liquid Days, set to a text by Laurie 

Anderson. 
June 8: Morning service: Rachel Hauge, alto soloist; 

Afternoon service: the Singing Society joins the Choir 

in music for Rebekah's ordination. 

June 15: Allyson Herman, soprano soloist. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Rehearsals  

 

Ringing Society: 

Note: June 1 session moved to June 8 for Rebekah's 

ordination  

June 8: rehearse 2pm, ring 2:30 pm service 

Singing Society: 

June 8: rehearse 1pm, sing 2:30 pm service  

 

 
 

Upcoming Concert at First Church  
 

May 30, 8pm, pianist Paul Carlson, http://

web.mac.com/paulcarlsonmusic/iWeb  

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Church Musicians in Concert 

Member Willa MacAllen with ensemble 

Carrageen, June 4, 7pm, Chestnut Park Assisted 

Living, Cleveland Circle, Brighton. Contact: 

willa_mac@verizon.net 

Music at First Church on You Tube! 

http://www.youtube.com 

Music at First Church 
Dr. Paul Cienniwa 
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Rebekah’s Last Column 
 

 

 

It’s hard to believe that my two year internship with you is nearing 

an end, and that in just a few weeks we will be saying good-bye to 

each other. While I will continue to work as the Volunteer 

Coordinator at the UU Urban Ministry, which is not far from First 

Church in Boston, I will no longer be your ministerial intern. With joy for what awaits Tim, the 

incoming intern, I will hand over my copy of the church keys on Sunday, June 15 just as Jody did for 

me. I know that you will welcome him into this beloved community with lots of enthusiasm and care…

just as you did for me. 

 

Because First Church is a teaching congregation with a particularly long and impressive history of 

nurturing excellent ministers, you are familiar with saying hello and farewell to those of us who must 

circle in and out of church life. I can’t imagine that this is easy to do; however, you manage it with 

tremendous patience and grace. I marveled at this when I first arrived at First Church and you 

immediately embraced me as your intern. You didn’t test me or resist getting to know me nor did you 

compare me to previous interns. (If you did, you kept it to yourself and I thank you for that!)  

 

The fact that you welcome interns with such open arms is just one example of your extraordinary gifts 

as a teaching congregation. You made it so easy for me to grow as a minister, and I can’t imagine a 

better way to celebrate all this than with an ordination! I hope many of you will be able to attend my 

ordination service on June 8 at 2:30. In so doing, YOU (along with my home church, First Parish in 

Framingham) will participate in the act of ordaining me. I can’t wait. I hope it will be as meaningful for 

you as it already is for me. 

 

For the ways you have encouraged and fostered my growth as a minister, I thank you. These two years 

with you have been truly wonderful and full of meaning for me, professionally and personally.  

 

With a heart full of gratitude and love, 

 

Rebekah 

Our condolences to Sandy and John Chadis on the 

passing of Sandy’s mother, Bette Allen (Brownlee) 

O’Brien, on Tuesday, May 27, 2008 
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Social Justice Email List 

 

Can’t make the social justice meetings but still 

want to stay involved?  No worries!  We’ve created 

an email list for regular Social Justice updates.  If 

you would like to sign up, please email Robin 

Tanner at rtanner@hds.harvard.edu with the email 

you would like to use. 

 
 

Social Justice Potluck—All Are 
Welcome! 
 
Have you wondered what’s so great about Social 

Justice at First Church in Boston? Have you 

thought you’d like to get involved in making a 

difference and creating peace? 

 

Please join the Social Justice Committee for a social 

pot luck dinner and planning meeting on 

Thursday, June 12, at 6:30 pm. in the Auditorium. 

Come share your ideas and energy. Help us know 

how many people to plan for: RSVP to Rosemary 

Lloyd or Bob Schmalz. 

 

 

 
Action for Justice through the UU 
Urban Ministry 
 
Calling all mentors! Are you interested in working 

with youth in urban Boston? Join our Action for 

Justice Team. For more information, please contact 

Daphne Thompson Addabbo  or Carole Chinman . 

There will be an informational/organizing meeting 

on Sunday, June 1 after the service.  

 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Justice News 
 
Greater Boston Interfaith Organization 
 
Sixteen delegates from First Church in Boston 

attended GBIO’s 10th Anniversary celebration at 

Boston University Tuesday (May 27) night. We 

were part of the 1,700 representatives from more 

than 70 religious institutions that night! What a 

cloud of witnesses to the stories of organizing and 

success! Most impressive was the fact that four 

very powerful men—the Governor, the Mayor, the 

Speaker, and the CEO of Partners Healthcare—sat 

through the two and a half hours of the program. 

Each of those men also stood to respond to the 

faithful call to stay at the table to negotiate for 

progressive policy and program changes to 

support: 

 

● Aging With Dignity: putting money and 

programs in place to allow elders to age at 

home with the support they need; 

● Health Care For All: calling all 

businesses and citizens and government to 

share the cost and responsibility of 

insuring every resident of Massachusetts; 

and 

● Reducing Youth Violence: reducing gun 

violence and suicide among teens and 

young adults. 

 

Stay tuned for information on how you can 

contribute to these worthwhile initiatives and get 

to know people across faith, race, class and 

geographic boundaries. 
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Book Group News 
Evening Book Group 
The evening book group will hold a pot luck supper on Thursday, June 19 at 6:00 pm in the 

narthex. Please call Helen Savage to let her know the category of food that you will be 

bringing. Everyone is also invited to bring a short reading to share aloud. The summer book 

group selection is Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser. 

 

Daytime Book Group   
The daytime book group’s book for May is Motherless Brooklyn, by 

Jonathan Lethem.  Next meeting is in the parlor at noon on May 27. 

Contact Ruth at ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Book Drive for William Emery Channing School 
The book drive for this school has been extended to June 15. Pleased contact Lynne Byall Benson if you would like 

to contribute or suggest titles.  

 
 

Are you hearing-impaired? 
Listening devices have been installed in the Sanctuary, 

and are presently available for trial usage. Your 

feedback is encouraged. Please call Bill Rabbitt at 617-

267-6730 ext 228 for further information. 

 

 

Newsletter Deadlines 
June 12—26, 2008 

Monday, June 9, 2008 
 Email Joan@firstchurchboston.org by  

9:00 am deadline 
 

Ordination of Rebekah Ingram 

Sunday, June 8, 2008 at 2:30 pm 

 
Come celebrate Rebekah’s ordination in the sanctuary with a 

reception following the ordination service. 

 

If you are planning to attend, please R.S.V.P. to 

ordinationrsvp@yahoo.com or call the church office at 

            617-267-6730. 

 

The Ordination Co-ordination Committee needs volunteers to set up, bring food, and help clean 

up. Please contact Lynne Benson. 
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March with First Church in the 

Boston Pride Parade 
Saturday, June 14 

Noon 

Meet at Tremont St.  

(Between Rutland and Clarendon) 

Come and march with First Church in the 

annual Boston Pride Parade. We will meet  

on Tremont Street at 11:45 a.m. (between 

Rutland and Clarendon, the exact location 

will be emailed to you a few days before). 

The parade is about  2 and 1/2 miles and 

ends at City Hall Plaza. It is lots of fun to be 

a part of everything. To sign up call or 

email ruth@firstchurchboston.org or sign 

up at church. Don’t forget comfortable 

shoes, sunblock and water. 

 

We will have a pre-parade meeting in the 

parlor on Thursday, June 12 at 6 p.m. to 

make signs and banners. Wine and cheese 

will be served. So, come and join us! 

For more information about Boston Pride 2008 or any of our other Interweave activities 

please contact Ruth Owen at ruth@firstchurchboston.org or  

any of the members of Interweave. 
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 Daytime  

Book Group 

Our book for the summer: 

 

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle 

By 

Barbara Kingsolver 

 

We will meet at noon on September 30 to discuss this book. 
 

The book is available at book sellers and local libraries. 

Bestselling author Barbara Kingsolver returns with her first nonfiction 

narrative that will open your eyes in a hundred new ways to an old 

truth: You are what you eat.  

 

"As the U.S. population made an unprecedented mad dash for the Sun Belt, 

one carload of us paddled against the tide, heading for the Promised Land 

where water falls from the sky and green stuff grows all around. We were 

about to begin the adventure of realigning our lives with our food chain.  

"Naturally, our first stop was to buy junk food and fossil fuel. . . ."  

 

Hang on for the ride: With characteristic poetry and pluck, Barbara 

Kingsolver and her family sweep readers along on their journey away 

from the industrial-food pipeline to a rural life in which they vow to 

buy only food raised in their own neighborhood, grow it themselves, 

or learn to live without it. Their good-humored search yields surpris-

ing discoveries about turkey sex life and overly zealous zucchini 

plants, en route to a food culture that's better for the neighborhood 

and also better on the table. Part memoir, part journalistic  

investigation, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle makes a passionate case for 

putting the kitchen back at the center of family life and diversified 

farms at the center of the American diet.  

First Church in Boston 

66 Marlborough St. 

Boston, MA 02116 

617.267.6730  ext. 223 
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Please refer to the calendar on the church website for further details about these events. 

JUNE 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

19:30 am 
Social Justice 
Committee 
Meeting-Conf-
erence Room 

22:00 & 6:30 
Women’s 
Spirituality 
Group 
6:30 pm 
BYOT 

3  4 10:00 am 
Membership 
Committee 

5 7:00 PM 
Young Adults 
Group 

6 7 

89:30 am 
House 
Committee 
1:00 pm 
Ordination 
choir  
2:00 pm Ringing 
Society  
2:30 Ordination 

9 
2:00 pm 
Women’s 
Spirituality 
Group 
6:30 pm 
Women’s 
Spirituality 
Groups 
 

10 
6:00 pm 
Age-ing to 
Sage-ing 

 

 116:00 am 
Summer 
Speakers 
meeting 

12 6:00 pm  
Social Justice 
Potluck 
6:00 pm Pre-
Pride meeting 
7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

13 14 Boston 
Pride 

15 Happy 
Father’s Day 
Flower 
Communion 
All Church 
Picnic 

 16  
 

17 6:00 pm 
Standing 
Committee 
meeting 

18  19 7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 
7:30 pm 
Evening Book 
Group 

20 9:00 am 
Historic 
Bostons 

 21 
 

 22 Start of 
Summer 
Services 
 

 23 
 

 24 
 

25  
 

 26 6:00 pm  
Worship 
Committee 
7:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Group 

27 28 

 29 
  

30 
 

       

       
Sunday Services are 

held at 11:00 am every 
Sunday, followed by 

Coffee Hour. All 
visitors are warmly 
invited to attend. 

June 15 

12:30 pm 
Adult 
Religious 
Education 

June 1 
12:30 pm Action 
for Justice 
Committee 
12:30 pm 
Dottie’s Magic 
Pockets 
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First Church in Boston 
Unitarian Universalist 
66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick, Senior Minister, pannabeth@aol.com 

Rev. Rosemary Lloyd, Associate Minister, rosemary@firstchurchboston.org 

Ruth Owen, Director of Religious Education, ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

Dr. Paul Cienniwa, Director of Music, paul@firstchurchboston.org 

John Benson, Chair of Standing Committee, John.Benson@state.ma.us 

Joan Whalen, Administrator/Events Coordinator, joan@firstchurchboston.org 

Bill Rabbitt, Facilities Manager/Lead Sexton, billrabbitt@gis.net 

Rebekah Cutler Ingram, Intern, ringram@hds.harvard.edu 

Robin Tanner, Intern, rtanner@hds.harvard.edu 

 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00– 5:00 pm 

Please check this box and return this page to the office if 

you no longer wish to receive the newsletter. 

                                         

 
 

  

 
 

 


