
 

   

NEWSLETTER 

 

Unitarian Universalist  
 

Gathered 1630    � Gathering Today in Friendship, Freedom and Love 

On Call-- 
I look forward to seeing you at the church picnic this 

Sunday; remember to bring a flower with you for the 

Flower Communion Ceremony, always a beautiful 

way to acknowledge the close of the regular church 

year!  I have asked John Benson, chair of the Standing 

committee, to communicate with all of you an 

important development...Stephen 

 

Dear Fellow Members, 

 

As we near the summer season, the Standing Committee has chosen, after much 

consideration and thought, to make a change--slight, yet possibly important to you-

-in how the church communicates with its members.  The age of the printing press 

(and our trusty copy machine in the office) is by no means over, but the rapid speed 

of technological innovation is helping us see a more convenient, efficient and 

certainly more "green" way of sending out our newsletter and alerting members to 

upcoming events and news among us.  More and more of us receive the newsletter 

by email, and are enjoying the weekly up-dates sent out by Joan Whalen, so it 

makes sense to us to go to a monthly printed and mailed newsletter, as opposed to 

bi-weekly.   

 

The savings are considerable.  Joan estimates a 12-page newsletter costs us 

$1,071!  With the May postage increase, the cost will be an additional $600 per 

annum.   In line with tightening our belts and looking for areas where we can cut 

back on expenses, she proposed that the paper newsletter be produced monthly, 

starting in the fall, while still continuing to send out the weekly e mail up-

dates.   These weekly email updates will, as well, have links to important 

information and even 'blogs" from the staff, making our dialogue much more 

immediate and timely. 

 

As you can imagine, there was much discussion about this change.  In the end, 

what helped us make the decision was the realization that this shift was going to be 

an important part of our "greening the church" initiative, and will save, literally, 

reams and reams of paper across the years.  We, of course, welcome your ideas and 

comments.   

John Benson 
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Services 
 

June 15, 2008 

Father’s Day 

Flower Communion  

and 

Annual Church Picnic 

“The Secret of Life Part III” 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

 

 

Summer Services 

 in 

Hale Chapel 
June 22, 2008 

Robert Schmalz, church 

member 

 

June 29, 2008 

 Ruth Owen, Director of 

Religious Education 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Sunday morning worship 

services are broadcast live 

at 11:00 am every Sunday 

on WERS 88.9 FM. 

Listen if you can’t be 

here!   
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  Summertime! 
 

It is here! As many of 

you know, we do not 

have programming 

for children and 

youth during the summer. If you would like 

childcare for a particular summer service please 

contact me by the Thursday before and I will 

arrange it.  

 

This Sunday is our church picnic where everyone 

is invited to celebrate the beginning of summer 

with food and wet fun. We will be putting water in 

the amphitheater in front of the church for the 

children to play in. I strongly recommend bringing 

a towel and a change of clothes for your child.   

Children are also encouraged to bring favorite 

water toys such as boats, duckies, etc. but, please, 

no water guns or water balloons. 

 

If you are interested in being a part of a summer 

play group please email me 

(ruth@firstchurchboston.org) and I will put you in 

touch with other interested parents.  

 

So, enjoy the season and watch for your late 

August newsletter which will have information 

about our religious education programming for 

the fall.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.E. Views:  
Director of Religious Education,  

Ruth Owen 

Summer Learning Community 

 
The pamphlet describing this summer’s 

Learning Community is enclosed with this 

newsletter. In the summer we take a more 

relaxed approach. Each week one of our 

members leads an informal discussion on a 

topic of their choice.  

 

Readings will be available the week prior if they 

are not available on the web. We meet at 6:00 

pm for an informal supper for $8.00. 

Reservations are required for supper (we are not 

so casual about that!) by the end of the day on 

Monday. You can also make reservations by 

returning the reservation form that is in your 

pamphlet. Of course, you can always come to 

the discussion at 7:00 pm.  

 

We have a wide range of topics this year and 

look forward to welcoming you. If you have any 

questions or to make reservations, please call or 

email Ruth Owen 617-267-6730 ext. 223 or 

ruth@firstchurchboston.org 

 

Book Group News 
Evening Book Group 

The evening book group will hold a pot luck supper on Thursday, June 19 at 6:00 pm in 

the narthex. Please call Helen Savage  to let her know the category of food that you will 

be bringing. Everyone is also invited to bring a short reading to share aloud. The summer 

book group selection is Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser. 

 

Daytime Book Group   
The daytime book group’s book for the summer is “Animal, Vegetable, 

Miracle” by Barbara Kingsolver.  Next meeting is in the parlor at noon 

on September 30. Contact Ruth at ruth@firstchurchboston.org 
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Music at First Church 
by Lollie Sharpe, Chair, First Church Music 

Committee 

 

Instead of a newsletter column by the First Church 

music director, this column is one about our music 

director. 

  

Paul Cienniwa was born in Des Plaines, IL and grew 

up in neighboring Niles, where he graduated from 

Notre Dame High School for Boys. Following three 

years at the American Conservatory of Music in 

Chicago, he completed his undergraduate degree in 

music (BM) at DePaul University in 1994.  He 

completed his masters degree (MM) in music at Yale 

in 1995 and his doctor of musical arts (DMA) at Yale 

in 2003. At Yale, he was only the second candidate 

ever to complete DMA degree in harpsichord. In 

high school, Paul played electric guitar with a punk 

rock band called Malicious Intent. Following that, he 

played Irish music with the group Baal Tinne for 

seven years, releasing two CD recordings and 

touring around the country to Irish music festivals. 

  

Before he came to First Church, Paul was director of 

music at Trinity Episcopal Church in Newport, 

Rhode Island. He is the founding artistic director of 

the Newport Baroque Orchestra and is also the 

director of Sine Nomine, a twenty-four voiced 

auditioned chamber choir based in Fall River, 

MA.  The ensemble performs music from the Middle 

Ages through the 21st-century, with emphasis on a 

capella repertoire. He also directs the chorus at 

Framingham State College. During August, Paul 

participates in the White Mountain Bach Festival in 

North Conway, New Hampshire.   

  

Paul also travels and performs in France where he 

makes time to visit his wife Audrey's family. 

Audrey's father is a Huguenot minister (Eglise 

Réformée de France) in Le Cheylard, France. Paul and 

Audrey, a cello performer and teacher, currently live 

in Fall River. For more information on Paul and his 

upcoming performances, you may vist his blog: 

http://paulcienniwa.blogspot.com. 

 

 

 

Music for Upcoming Services 
 

June 15: Vocal and solo organ music by Robert 

Schumann with Allyson Herman, soprano soloist 

  

June 22: Music provided by the Advanced Cello 

Group from the Music School of the RI 

Philharmonic (Audrey Cienniwa, director) 

 

June 29: Baritone David Frieze 

 

July 6: Mezzo-soprano Carola Emrich-Fisher with 

Bob Winkley, piano 

 

 

 
 

Note from Rev. Rebekah 

Ingram... 
 

I just want to say THANK YOU. Thank you for 

ordaining me, and for putting such a tremendous 

amount of time, thought, and energy into the 

occasion, which resulted in an absolutely amazing 

and meaningful ordination service. It meant so 

much to have the service at First Church and to 

have you all be a part of it. Your blessings on my 

ministry will always be with me. 

 

With a heart full of gratitude, 

Rebekah 

 

 

Music at First Church on You Tube! 

http://www.youtube.com 
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Rosemary’ Reflections 
 

 On June 23rd, I will be traveling to Florida for Ministry Days and 

General Assembly. Then I will be away during July and August—a 

mutually agreeable arrangement that allows the church to afford an 

Associate Minister, and allows your Associate to read and rest! 

  

For this final column before a summer break, I offer again the prayer from last Sunday’s service. A 

number of people commented on it, so here it is for you take into your summer. 

 

Just a moment ago, pale buds were tightly curled with the possibility of leafing… 

Now, through the grace of warm rain and transiting sun, 

sky-high waves of green flutter, 

ready to do the hard work of transformation: 

of light into food, 

of roots into fruit. 

 

Divine Mystery: 

 we give thanks for this dramatic transition into sudden summer! 

Forgive us our hurry and complaining of cold and rain; 

 Bless us with patience enough to await each brief season in its turn. 

 

Conscious of the fleeting nature of beauty, 

 our hearts are brushed with a bitter-sweetness-- 

even grief-- 

 for the Spring-times that have passed and gone. 

We pause and remember those who have died 

   and those who are dying… 

May the memory of one beautiful moment bring comfort and peace for them 

          and for us. 

 

Mindful of the inconstant nature of life, 

 we celebrate the moments we are given 

  and revel in transitions and transformations. 

We give thanks for this season of commencements and weddings, 

 for teachers and knowledge, for students and love. 

Toady we enter the deep practice of summer: 

  cultivating a fresh appreciation for the gift of this moment, 

    of this life. 

Holding on to this precious moment lightly 

 and letting it go 

  like a breath 

   gently floating   into pixels of light. 

 

May all beings being happy. May all beings be healthy. May all beings be at peace. 

 Blessed Be. Amen. 

 

Rosemary 
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Please refer to the calendar on the church website for further details about these events. 

JUNE 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

19:30 am 
Social Justice 

Committee 

Meeting-Conf-

erence Room 

22:00 & 6:30 
Women’s 

Spirituality 

Group 

6:30 pm 

BYOT 

3  4 10:00 am 
Membership 

Committee 

5 7:00 PM 
Young Adults 

Group 

6 7 

89:30 am 
House 

Committee 

1:00 pm 

Ordination 

choir  

2:00 pm Ringing 

Society  

2:30 Ordination 

9 
2:00 pm 

Women’s 

Spirituality 

Group 

6:30 pm 

Women’s 

Spirituality 

Groups 

 

10 
6:00 pm 

Age-ing to 

Sage-ing 

 

 116:00 am 
Summer 

Speakers 

meeting 

12 6:00 pm  
Social Justice 

Potluck 

6:00 pm Pre-

Pride meeting 

7:00 pm 

Young Adults 

Group 

13 14 Boston 
Pride 

15 Happy 
Father’s Day 

Flower 

Communion 

All Church 

Picnic 

 16  
 

17 6:00 pm 
Standing 

Committee 

meeting 

18  19 7:00 pm 
Young Adults 

Group 
7:30 pm 

Evening Book 

Group 

20 9:00 am 
Historic 

Bostons 

 21 
 

 22 Start of 
Summer 

Services 

 

 23 
 

 24 
 

25  

 

 26 6:00 pm  
Worship 

Committee 

7:00 pm 

Young Adults 

Group 

27 28 

 29 

  

30 
 

       

       
Sunday Services are 

held at 11:00 am every 

Sunday, followed by 

Coffee Hour. All 

visitors are warmly 

invited to attend. 

June 15 

12:30 pm 

Adult 

Religious 

Education 

June 1 
12:30 pm Action 

for Justice 

Committee 

12:30 pm 

Dottie’s Magic 

Pockets 
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First Church in Boston 
Unitarian Universalist 
66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  Summer Services 2008 
Hale Chapel 

June 22 - Robert Schmalz, church member 

June 29 – Ruth Owen, Director of Religious Education 

 

July 6 - (4th of July Weekend), Stephen Lingwood, former member, from England 

July 13 - History Service, Leo Collins and John Benson, church members 

July 22 - Rev. David Carl Olsen from Flint, MI, formerly of Community Church 

July 27 - Nancy Atwood, church member 

 

August 3 - Molly Housh, summer minister, student at HDS 

August 10 - Lucas Hergert, Harvard Divinity School student 

August 17 - Margaret Fitzgerald, church member 

August 24 - Annual Young Adult Service, featuring Matt Meyer, Rhythm Guy 

August 31 (Labor Day Weekend), Robin Tanner 

 

Sanctuary 

September 7 - Charter Day Celebration, Rev. Stephen Kendrick 

September 14 - Gathering Sunday, Water Communion, Rev. Rosemary Lloyd 


